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One in a Million 
by Jesse A. from IL 

 
In my opinion, teachers have the hardest jobs in the world because they must have two 
qualifications, one tangible and the other intangible. They not only must be masters of the 
material they are trying to convey to their students , but they also must have that certain 
“charm” to be able to connect to the students and inspire them. Many teachers have the first 
qualification of mastery of their subject; however the second is like trying to find a needle in 
the haystack. This is what separates the good teachers from the great teachers; the ones who 
can make that connection with the student and go the extra mile are the ones who will inspire 
countless students in their teaching career. Being able to connect to the students is one of the 
more important aspects of being a great teacher. I personally have had the privileged 
experience of having one of these great teachers in my career as a student, and from that I can 
say that every student should have one of these teachers in their lifetime.  
 
My “great” teacher came in high school, and it was my Spanish teacher. I went in my freshmen 
year not expecting a lot from school, but was I wrong. My Spanish class was the class that 
changed me the most and it was due to the teacher. He made me see a lot more of the world 
then I realized. He went beyond the textbook and gave us life experiences that I carry with me 
to this day. I looked forward to his sharing of his experiences every day because they inspired 
me to do great things. For example, he told us about how he wanted to be an engineer, but he 
couldn’t handle it because of his focuses and priorities. I am now in engineering school, thanks 
to him because I knew what had to be done in order to be here. I remembered the mistakes he 
made and his sharing of them with us helped me realize that school is very important and I 
made it my top priority. This is only one example of that connection that I believe teachers 
need to be able to make with students to inspire them and help them learn that school is not 
only just about the academics but also about determination and hard work.  
 
William Arthur Ward said, “The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior 
teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires.” William Arthur Ward and I both agree that 
the great teachers are the ones who do go beyond the text book and have that intangible 
characteristic that can inspire students to do great things and become great people. Whether it 
is through a story, a life lesson, or even their ability to make learning fun every student needs a 
great teacher. Unfortunately, like I said before this intangible characteristic in a teacher is 
almost like finding a needle in a haystack. Luckily, I had that teacher and I was lucky enough to 
have my One in a Million.  
 


